
BOFaith Membership 5  Jesus, The Hero’s Journey, Our Turn 
 

My introduction to an early special world: learning to ride a bike. 
We could take off on our bikes for the day and have adventures so 
long as we were back by dinner time…and no cell phones to check 
in with mom every half hour—those were the days! 
 

Your parent, older sib is holding bike seat running beside you to 
steady you, and you’re so tempted to keep leaning into them, 
looking back at them to make sure they are still holding on.  
 

But sooner or later, you just have to throw caution to the wind, 
commit yourself, forget what lies behind, look forward and 
counter-intuitively increase your speed and let fly. If you look back 
you will surely abort the whole effort, limited to the ordinary 
world of walking, running and riding the tricycle you’ve outgrown. 
 

Joseph Campbell studied stories in scores of different cultures and 
discovered a recurring storyline—he called it a mono-myth, the 
one story we humans crave: The Hero’s Journey. Luke Walker in 
Star Wars, Bilbo Baggins in Hobbit, Frodo in Lord of the Rings, kids 
walking thru  wardrobe in professor’s attic into a alternate reality 
called Narnia, Harry Potter and Hogwarts, Aladin, Lion King. Lit 
majors: think Odysey or Beowolf.  
 

Starts with an ordinary person in ordinary world summoned to go 
on a journey that they are entirely unprepared for, a mission 
impossible.  Often takes a nemesis or series of unfortunate events 
to thrust our protagonist into what becomes a special world.  
There in special world, they receive supernatural help at crucial 
times, a mentor to guide. At a certain point, everything seems 
lost, the hero who feels like a fool is tempted to give it all up and 
go back, but they decide to bet the farm, and against all odds they 
succeed, and return to the ordinary world bringing some blessing 
for the ordinary world with them. 
 



Story pops up in thousand places because it may be wired into us. 
Author of Ecclesiastes said, “You (God) have placed eternity in our 
hearts.” To which African Bishop Augustine added,  “And our 
hearts are restless until they find their rest in you.”  
 

New Testament bears witness to such a journey. In GOSPELS Jesus 
summons people to leave the ordinary world of gathering fish in 
nets to do what he is doing, gathering a new community of people.  
 

In ACTS, it’s Spirit of Jesus who calls. Not everyone has to drop 
their day jobs. The Spirit is everywhere. But it’s still a call to 
undertake a hero’s journey with Jesus.  
 

Like kid on a bike, time comes we have to leave ordinary world of 
bi-pedalism and get on our Schwinns and fly. When that time 
comes, we cannot afford to look back. If you hold on to your life 
in the ordinary world, you lose your ticket to the special world. 
 

A man said, “I will follow you, Lord, but first let me say goodbye 
to my people at home. A reasonable enough request, to which 
Jesus replies, “No one who puts their hand to plow and looks 
back is fit for the kingdom of God.”  (Lk. 9: 61-62)  
 

Kingdom of God is special world. People back home in Shire would 
only dissuade him from going on this journey. Don’t realize it’s for 
their good too because once reluctant hero returns he will bring 
some blessing with him back to the Shire.  
 

If Joseph Campbell is right, don’t have to convince you this is so. 
Your heart is already telling you. 
 

Big difference on hero’s journey: old wisdom/rules of the ordinary 
world (do to others before they do to you, your winning means 
someone else losing, only strong survive) no longer apply.  

 



This understanding is behind one of our core perspectives: “We 
need connection more than we need answers.” Or as Paul said, 
“Knowledge puffs up but love builds up” (1 Cor. 8:1) 
 

When JOB was suffering his friends rushed in with answers. You’ll 
find that when you are in distress—the do-this, try-that crowd. 
Fewer people offer their presence in your suffering. What Job 
craved was connection, someone to sit with him. In the end, not 
even God answered Job’s questions. The answer he got was God.   
 

Answers aren’t enough to make it on the hero’s journey.  Every-
thing there is new, unknown, unchartered territory. What we 
need in the special world is connection: to others and to the living 
God who leads us, like a parent leads his little children. 
 

A little child doesn’t live by knowing rules but by staying close to 
mom & dad. Child doesn’t need to know, “eat three meals a day”; 
just needs to be near a parent who feeds him three times a day.  
 

When Jesus summons us to follow him, he’s offering is connection, 
not answers, the tree of life, not knowledge of good and evil.  
Because connection with him is the answer.  
 

Have you noticed his teaching provokes more questions than it 
answers? He speaks not in the language of a new moral code, but 
in parables--stories that get us thinking, stories we find ourselves 
in, that are much more powerful and living than rules are.  
 

Makes us nervous! In ordinary world, the rules are our guide. 
Without them, we are bereft. But in special world of the kingdom, 
Jesus is our guide. He’s there to guide us. 
 

Difference between map and GPS device. We study maps to 
master them. We follow Garmin—nice lady with British accent. If 
we get off course, no “Shame on you!” She just recalibrates. She is 
gentle & humble in heart. Her yoke is easy and her burden is light! 



With GPS we are like Abraham & Sarah: we listen to Voice taking 
us into a land that the Lord will show us as we get there….  
 

Hero’s Journey can be a misleading term. Sounds individualistic. A 
kernel of truth: Each is called by name; we have our own version 
of hero’s journey to pursue. But like Harry Potter and rest, we’re 
always part of band of brothers-sisters. We need each other.     
 

Bible features a communal hero’s journey story. Israel in bondage 
in Egypt when God used Moses the liberator to call out of their 
ordinary world and into the special world where they were fed 
with manna, given tabernacle, guided by pillar of fire.  
 

We are called to such a journey together. We are part of a new 
work of Spirit to make faith accessible to ordinary people like us in 
an increasingly secularized world where old nets don’t catch many 
fish anymore. He’s offers new nets to fish in the blue ocean, a 
vast sea of people who crave connection more than answers, 
because they are puffed up with more knowledge than they can 
act on, assailed by people giving them answers up the wazoo.  
 

Mostly the church tries to play this game, offering its own set of 
answers, mostly to questions that people aren’t even asking.  
 

As Emily said, God calling us to carry new wine in new wine-skins. 
It still fermenting. We will know what it tastes like as we start 
drinking it. But these are some of the early notes in this new wine:  

 We need connection more than we need answers. 

 It’s time to move beyond us-them thinking. Everyone is us.  

 There really is something going on out there.  Let’s make real 
connection to that real God.  

 There’s no bad news in connecting with God.  

 My drive to judge others is a big problem. If we believe in God 
we can leave the judging to him. 

 We grow by embarking on our own unique, high risk journey.  



 

If this appeals, you’ll know it. If it makes you a little nervous, so 
much better. It means we’re in child-like position and we need 
trust in a loving God who is present to guide us. 
 

Another misunderstanding of term, “Hero’s journey.” Not for 
heroic people. Hero’s journey is for ordinary people subject to  
ordinary fears. Which forces them to trust. Jesus most common 
message to his followers? Fear not! Because they were afraid!  
 

Remember: in hero’s journey it often takes a nemesis or a series 
of unfortunate events to get people to leave the shire. The Nine 
Riders come and scare the wits out of Frodo and he’s off.   
 

Sometimes it’s a nemesis at your old job, a nasty boss or someone 
who wants your job, who makes life so miserable, you take risk, 
and launch out on something new.  
 

Helps you let go of that sense of injury we so like to nurture. Let’s 
be real: a series of unfortunate events led to planting of BOFA2. 
But here we are and isn’t it wonderful? Let’s raise a toast to that 
series of unfortunate events and thank God who used them to 
lead us into this new adventure. We are doing what people do 
when they follow Jesus—taking risks, going to land he will show us 

 

MEMBERSHIP LETTERS 
 

Our final Sunday for receiving your new member letters and 
financial pledge. 120 so far, pledges = 80% to sustainable level. 
This week is important: need $4K more pledges. And need 
everyone to start giving according to your pledge….  
 

As fill out your letter, remember a few things: 
 

We are signing up for a one year, renewable membership. 
(Thought that fit a new venture like this, try it on for a year) 
 



With membership all making a financial pledge: what we intend 
to give over next year barring unforeseen circumstances. 
(Important we all start giving according to our pledge)   
 

If couple, indicate that. If pledging together, just one partner 
indicates amount (other partner says “see so-and-so”) 
 

In weekly update, we’ll let you know how we did together.  
 

Bring filled out membership letters to table (along with worship 
response sheets with thanksgiving)  
 
 

Remember, next Sunday, open to public.  
 

Good welcome behaviors: 
 

 Check out a2blue.org to familiarize yourself suggest to others 

 Come a few minutes early, alert to those who might need a 
little orientation (service sheets, worship response, BR location, 
kids sign in table, see if they’d like intro to pastors) 

 At end of every service, unless it’s painful for you, take first  
minute to look for someone you don’t know and introduce 
yourself. Then catch up with your friends.    

 
Meditation Minute: Offer ourselves (present our bodies…) 
Offerring/Doxology 
 


