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It’s strange how the word “other” has come to mean foreigner, 
outsider. Like there’s “us” and there’s “the others.”  
 

But NT uses it differently—mostly, the “one another” sayings: 
one…and another (love one an other, serve one another, forgive 
one another). In NT, other means us. We’re all us, in other words.   
 

This is how the “other” is introduced in the Bible in the story of 
Adam and Eve or (”Ish”  and “Isha”)  One..and then another.   
 

Just after God fashioned ‘adam from adamah  Gen. 2: 15-25 [Alter] 
 

Set some context. Garden has two trees in middle, representing 
two ways—the way of life and way of death. The way of life is 
child-like dependence on God. We are like little children and God 
is our loving/caring/powerful parent. If we stick close to him we 
thrive. The alternative is represented by the tree of the knowledge 
of good-evil. The so-called adult relationship to God—we and God 
are equals, so we become judges determining what’s good and 
what’s evil. The birth of human-generated religion.  
 

So far, ‘adam is in the child-like posture, evident in the text. He’s 
not yet talking. God talks, adam listens. And God says,  
“It’s not good for the human to be alone.” 
 

Quite a statement in a creation that is nothing if not good. In 
Genesis 1, God pronounces everything created “good” or “very 
good” seven times in six days. But now, before the human has set 
himself up as judge which leads to death—before all that in the 
flipping paradise of Eden no less—God sees something that 
bothers him: adam alone. God calls that “not good.”  
 

Hello! God is with ‘adam in the garden, and yet ‘adam is still alone. 
We have all these pious songs that proclaim God is enough for me! 



But when it was God and ‘adam in the garden—God, who loved 
‘adam, said it wasn’t good, not good enough. 
 

This is how important we are to each other.  
 

Connection to self, others, wide world and God is a package deal. 
ALL connections are important. Each connection enhances other 
connections. If you are not connected to yourself, can’t be fully 
connected to God because it’s self that is connected. If not 
connected to others, our connection to God is not enough.  
Connection to self, others, wide world and God is a package deal. 
 

Another way to put it: God is the source of everything but we 
meet God in the connections we make to self, others, and the 
wide world. It’s all about connection, baby. That’s why we need 
connection more than we need answers. But I digress. 
 

So God sees ‘adam in his blessed state and says its not good. So 
God fixes it immediately, right? No. God starts a game: name that 
animal. (A parent with picture book and the animals sounds.) 
 

God fashions each animal from the soil (just like ‘adam) and 
presents the animal to ‘adam for inspection. And ‘adam makes a 
sound and that’s the animals name. (Maybe this is how language 
began—the early humans pointed to a dog and said, “woof”) 
 

But remember this game started when God said, “Its not good for 
the human to be alone. I shall make him a sustainer beside him.” 
So the game is not just about naming the animals but finding 
‘adam a suitable “sustainer beside him” 
 

But none of animals was suitable: “And the human called to all 
the cattle and all the fowl of the heavens and all the beasts of the 
field, but for the human no sustainer beside him was found.”  
Poignant. Who decided they weren’t suitable?  



It’s seems ‘adam did. God presented and ‘adam said, “Uh-uh. Not 
suitable. Quack! Call it Duck.”   
 

Finally God puts ‘adam into a deep sleep (first anesthesiologist) 
….and he takes a bone from adam’s side and builds it into another 
human (combo plastic surgeon using stem cell technology). 
 

But this is the important part: “he brought her to the human” It’s 
up to ‘adam to say what’s suitable and what’s not.   
 

And this time ‘adam busts into rap: “This one at last, bone of my 
bones, flesh of my flesh. This one shall be called woman, for from 
man was this one taken” (The birth of human language is 
coincident with the one human connecting with another human.) 
 

We are pretty important to each other. We need each other.  
 

It’s not good for us to be alone from each other. Even if we were in 
a garden with God and everything else was right with the world, it 
wouldn’t be good if we didn’t have each other. 
 

SIDEBAR: Gen. 2 often used to pummel our LGBT brothers-sisters. 
It is said this text proves beyond a shadow of doubt that marriage 
can only happen between a man and a woman. But that is 
genuinely debatable. (I’m not saying it’s a slam-dunk either way. 
I’m saying at this point in time, it’s debatable in 3 essentials.) 
 

1. Some say this text means we are not complete unless we are 
joined to someone of opposite sex. But that is debatable, to say 
the least. Bible says Jesus is image of God, and he was complete.  
Single people are fully human, bearing the full image of God. 
 

2. Some say this means a man can only be paired with a woman 
because the text emphasizes difference. But that’s debatable.  
 

Evangelical NT scholar James Brownson says this is not about the 
differences between men-women (“complementarianism”).  
The difference is not the focus, but the similarity.  



A plain reading reveals that: “This one at last, bone of my bone 
and flesh of my flesh” is about similarity not difference.   
 

In Gen. 29: 14 Laban uses the phrase “flesh of my flesh, bone of 
my bone” to refer to Jacob: we have a kinship bond! 
 

Furthermore Brownson says, “one flesh” always refers in Bible to 
kinship bond (wherever it is used it is used in this way). It’s not a 
specific reference to sexual intercourse, or about some mystical 
union that happens when a man and woman have sex. The 
Hebrew lexicon says “flesh” means relatives here.  
 

So it’s not fair to say, “It’s a slam-dunk, this text absolutely means 
only a man and a woman can form a one flesh union because they 
can complement each other and complete each other because 
they have different plumbing.”  That issue is debatable.  
  

When an issue is debatable like this, Paul says in Romans 14 that 
we always err on the side of inclusion, of full acceptance. We don’t 
divide over this debate. And we don’t exclude over this debate. 
We don’t say to our LGBT members, “You’re welcome but only 
part way” over this debate. We fully accept one another whatever 
our differences might be on this.  
 

Because our connection to each other is sacred.  Descarte, French 
philospher who ushered in modern era said, “I think, therefore I 
am.” But wisdom of Africa was better: “You are, therefore I am.”  
 

We have a kinship bond to our fellow human beings. We need 
each other. When Sharonda told her story of the pain of exclusion 
and then the joy of being accepted by her church as she is, she 
said something that sent electricity up my back: “The fact is I need 
you.” That was the Holy Spirit speaking through her.  
 

We need each other. We meet God in each other. Even if we were 
with God in a garden and everything else was right with the world, 
it wouldn’t be good enough without our connections to each other 



 

We are in a kind of garden experience with the founding of Blue 
Ocean Faith.  We are writing our origin story. 
 

We find ourselves in this new space, new surroundings. God is 
here with us. And we are in a sense being introduced to each 
other. Yes, many of us have history with each other. But we are 
here under new terms….do we eat from the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, even though it feels like the pious religious thing 
to do? No. That’s a false path. It looks good to the eye and 
pleasing but it leads to separation not connection, which is death.  
 

No. Instead we are to eat from the fruit of the tree of life. That’s 
the gospel path and it is the path of full acceptance. Jesus is the 
tree of life. His cross is wood from the tree of life, his resurrection 
is the new shoots coming from that stump.  As we come to feed on 
him by faith every Sunday, let’s leave our judging behind and feed 
from this tree of eternal life.  
 

This means that we can see each other for the first time: not our 
differences, but our similarities. We can say to each other, “flesh 
of my flesh, bone of my bones”: we have a kinship bonds in Jesus. 
 

[mystic experience of this text from silent retreat?] 
 

SILENT REFLECTION [Picture yourself with God in garden] 
 

First minute: Be open to Spirit bringing to mind someone who you 
are not seeing clearly, because you are judging them. 
 

Second minute: See that as you eating from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. It looks good, it feels good, but it’s 
poison. Repent and look for the tree of life. 
 

Third minute: Leave your judging at the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, and go over to the tree of life. Let the Spirit reset 
your heart toward the person you have been judging. 



 
TEXT 
 
And the Lord God took the human and set him down in the garden 
of Eden to till it and watch it. And the Lord God commanded the 
human, saying, “From every fruit of the garden you may surely eat. 
But from the tree of knowledge, good and evil, you shall not eat, 
for on the day you eat of it, you are doomed to die.” 
 
And the Lord God said, “It is not good for the human to be alone. I 
shall make him a sustainer beside him.” And the Lord God 
fashioned from the soil each beast of the field and each fowl of the 
heavens and brought each to the human to see what he would call 
it, and whatever the human called the living creature, that was its 
name. And the human called to all the cattle and all the fowl of the 
heavens and all the beasts of the field, but for the human no 
sustainer beside him was found. And the Lord God cast a deep 
slumber on the human and he slept, and He took one of his ribs 
and closed over the flesh where it had been, and the Lord God 
built the rib he had taken from the human into a woman and He 
brought her to the human. And the human said:  
 
This one at last, bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh, This one 
shall be called Woman, for from man was this one taken.  
 
Therefore does a man leave his father and mother and cling to his 
wife and they become one flesh. And the two of them were naked, 
the human and his woman, and they were not ashamed. (Gen. 2: 
15-25) 


