
Revival in the Secular West: Engaging Secular Culture 

Study Guide for Part 3 in the Membership Sermon Series 

(Based on the sermon delivered by Rev. Emily Swan;                                                     

study guide generated by Rob Hampton) 

Main Points: 

1) We could very well be on the verge of a great revival. 

-A revival is a re-awakening of a lot of individuals on a mass scale. 

-Revivals based on fear or earning God’s approval don’t usually make a lasting impact. 

2) This revival follows the Franciscan model in many ways. 

-Saint Francis countered the culture around him with the message of the gospel, by 
living very simply, giving away all he had to the poor, renouncing violence and 
worldly power, and fighting for social justice. 

-Hundreds of people were attracted to the freedom, peace, and love they saw in 
Francis. 

-Francis had influence not because he sought power, but because he laid it down – 
which is the way of Jesus. 

-To the extent that our mission in the secular world is characterized by simplicity, 
generous giving, social justice, peace, and a rejection of worldly power, it is following 
the Franciscan model. 

3) Jesus alone is at the center of the revival. 

-While the rallying cry of the Protestant Reformation was sola Scriptura (the Bible 
alone), the church is now starting to shift toward sola Jesus. 



-The Bible is important, but it must be interpreted through the life and teachings of 
Jesus. 

-Jesus’ teachings on the Sabbath (acted out through healings, etc) show that He reserved 
the right to reinterpret Scripture around Himself. 

4) In order for this to work, we need a new understanding and new structures. 

-Jesus referred to this as needing new wineskins for new wine (Luke 5:37-39). 

- The New Testament teachings on love (Matt 22:34-40, 7:12; James 2:8; Gal 5:14), 
must be central. 

-According to Jesus, loving God and our neighbor is the “narrow gate”; it is harder 
than following religious rules (Matt 7:12-14). 

-This is the first lens through which all of our ethics and decisions must be run. 

-Integrity is important: as much as possible, we need to be the same person at church as 
we are at work, home, school, etc. 

Questions for Discussion: 

1) Do you think the church is on the verge of a great revival? Why or why not? 

2) In what ways does our church follow the Franciscan model? What can we learn from 
Saint Francis and others like him?       
  

3) Why is it important to say that Jesus alone is at the center of our mission? 

4)  What new understandings and/or new structures do you think are needed for a 
successful revival? 




