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Main Points: 

1) There is a recurring story line in many different cultures, known as the Hero’s 
Journey. 

-The journey starts with an ordinary person, who is summoned to go on a journey they 
are unprepared for. 
-It often takes an enemy, or a series of misfortunes, to make the hero enter a special 
world. 

-In the special world, the hero receives supernatural help from a mentor. 

-When all seems lost, the hero bets against all odds, and brings back to the ordinary 
world some sort of blessing. 

2) Jesus takes His disciples on such a journey, by calling them out of their ordinary 
lives to gather a new community. 

-When it is time to go, there is no looking back (“No one who puts their hand to the 
plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God”)!     
   

3) On the Hero’s Journey, the wisdom and rules of the ordinary world no longer apply. 

-Some adages that no longer apply in God’s kingdom: “Do to others before they do to 
you”, to win someone else must lose, only the strong survive. 

4) On the Hero’s Journey, connection is needed more than answers. 



-A little child doesn’t live by knowing the rules, but by staying close to his/her parents 

-Jesus’ teaching often provokes more questions than it answers (parables instead of a 
moral code). 

-In the kingdom, Jesus is our guide (rather than rules). 

5) Biblically, the Hero’s Journey is communal, not individualistic. 

-While each of us has our own version of the journey to pursue, we need each other’s 
help on the way. 

-Moses led an entire community out of bondage, and Jesus is doing the same with us. 

Questions for Discussion: 

1) How is the Christian life similar to the “Hero’s Journey?” 

2) How are the rules/wisdom different in the new world (God’s kingdom) than they are 
in the ordinary world?         
  

3) Why is connection more important than knowing the answers? 

4) In what ways is the Christian life an individual effort? In what ways is it 
communal? 


