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Imagine if Fed announced: We will soon replace the dollar with the 
yen. We’d be ditching our dollars in anticipation of new order.    
 

In Jewish understanding, resurrection signals transition from one 
age-order/world, to a new age-order/ world. What the “new” is 
not spelled out in detail other than to say it’s better, way better.  
 

Those who follow a risen Jesus are choosing to live as though this 
new age has already been planted like a seed in this old world.  
 

Today I want to talk about the importance of suffering in the 
emergence of a new creation. Why are there still wounds in the 
hands and side of the risen Jesus for Thomas to touch?   
 

This is corrective to the simplified, mostly Americanized version 
of the gospel that skates around, even hides the role of suffering. 
This gospel loves phrase, “Jesus died in my place.” Something 
doesn’t have to be false to hide the full truth.   
 

It obscures the fact that we have a cross to bear. Ladies and 
gentlemen of the jury, the record will show that Jesus emphasized 
the suffering much more than our modern simplified gospels do.   
 

In Mark, chapter eight, Peter announces that Jesus is the Messiah. 
Newly-outed, Jesus take Peter and friends aside and it says, “He 
then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days 
rise.”  (Mk. 8: 31-32) 
 

Notice heavy emphasis on suffering compared to our neat-tidy: 
“He died for me, let’s party”  
 

More telling: on-going emphasis on suffering in post-resurrection 
appearances. Road to Emmaus: now-risen Jesus demonstrates 



from Scripture that Messiah must “suffer these things and then 
enter his glory.” They don’t recognize him until he sits at table and 
says the blessing over the bread, tearing/breaking it like he did at 
last supper as a vivid reminder of his sufferings.  
 

Later that evening he appears to some incredulous disciples, and 
twice says, “look at my hands and feet…” He was showing them 
his wounds. The suffering part is still important. 
 

Those disciples understood the score: the powers that did this to 
Jesus were still in place, still intent on stamping out any rallying 
around this crazy rabbi and his teachings 
. 

To follow this rabbi meant following in his sufferings. Like what?  
 

First, the Son of Man had to “suffer many things…” In order to 
bring about a new order from the old, Jesus had to enter the old 
order and that meant he had to suffer many things.  
 

This phrase, suffer many things, first appears in Mark in reference 
to a woman who suffered uterine bleeding for 12 years and 
“suffered many things at the hand of many physicians.”  
 

If you’ve had a chronic disease without a clear diagnosis and cure 
you know the drill: referred to one specialist after another, 
including a visit to the psychiatrist to make sure it’s not in your 
head. You go through one test, procedure, biopsy, after another. 
You try one medication with its own set of fun side affects and 
interactions with other medications after another…  
 

A telling phrase, suffer many things. I always thought sufferings of 
Jesus were only very specialized sufferings…the stuff that made 
Mel Gibson’s Passion of the Christ such a violent movie.  
 

But this particular phrase, introduced by Mark in the context of 
the sufferings of the woman with chronic uterine bleeding, suggest 



that his many sufferings included the kinds of things many of us 
suffer in this age, this order, this world… 
 

Of course they would! Jesus was from peasant class or a people 
under brutal foreign occupation. Tax burden alone was crushing…. 
and it was pre-modern life in all its gruesome realities. (No debate 
on health care: there wasn’t much for the wealthy to hoard.)   
 

At turn of 2nd millennium, I read a book about the life of normal 
people at turn of the first, 1000 AD. The chapter that got me was 
the one about parasites and tapeworms that virtually everyone 
had for lack of proper sanitation…  
 

Yes, new creation breaks in—I can tell stories of powerful healings 
I’ve witnessed—but its like early Spring: crocuses peeking up their 
heads, some trees beginning to bud in a landscape just beginning 
to recover from a long-cold winter.   
 

We’re called with Jesus to suffer the many things that people suffer 
as part of this older order, in order to bring in a new one.  
 

Second, he must “be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and 
the teachers of the law…” 
 

Every age, every order, has its rulers who will enforce the rules. If 
you are inaugurating a new order, the old order doesn’t step aside 
quietly and peacefully. There is resistance, even from good people 
who are supposed to be on God’s side.  Religion is very much part 
of the old order too. And religion can be used to enforce the old 
order with the tools at the old orders disposal. And chief among 
these tools is social rejection…. 
 

Social rejection is a form of punishment and the punishment is a 
form of control. Stay in line or else... 
 

Don’t for a moment think it didn’t hurt Jesus to be rejected by the 
elders et al.  Rejection by the group in power hurts. 



The pain of social rejection is mediated by same part of brain that 
signals physical pain. Acetaminophen (Tylenol) actually lessen the 
pain of social rejection, isn’t that crazy?  
 

It’s so important for us belong to groups—survival depends on it—
that the pain of social rejection is a function of the physical pain 
center of the brain. We’re wired to avoid it because it hurts.  
 

Jesus responded to the rejection of the elders, chief priests, and 
teachers of the law, with sorrow and anger. He got mad and sad.  
He expressed this as a prophet, but it affected him as a person. 
 

Anyone on the wrong side of the existing power structure knows 
all about it. Women don’t experience more sexual harassment 
than men because their sexiness invites it. In a male dominant 
world, women are on the wrong side of the power structure.  
 

Women experience micro-agressions all the time: being ignored-
dismissed, called “girls,” people who are cowardly called “sissies” 
Every woman knows it’s trickier to negotiate salary if you’re a 
woman—men get credit for being tough advocates for themselves, 
women are viewed as whining/demanding/uppity. 
 

Racial minorities know what it’s like. A black man expressing anger 
is penalized in ways that white men are not penalized….it’s harder 
to get a good deal on a car if you are a racial minority and 
thousand and one other micro-aggressions in the older order. A 
shopping mall with more African American patrons is more likely 
to have visible armed security. The armed security presence is to 
reassure the white people that its OK to shop there.  

 

Sexual minorities, and even more, transgender minorities, 
experience intense social rejection…people who stand with these 
groups get a little taste of what it’s like. 
 



If you are on the wrong side of the power structure in this world 
you have to learn to despise the shame of social rejection…pay it 
no mind and don’t let it stop you.  
 

Every follower of Jesus is called to despise the shame conferred 
by social rejection. To say, “It’s part of the package. Resurrection 
is preceded by suffering, including social rejection. “ 
 

Being killed is just an extreme form of social rejection. Ultimate 
threat. Except it doesn’t work on those with faith in a risen Lord.  
 

You do know that early in Civil Rights movement, as it was just 
picking up steam, MLK in his kitchen late at night (his wife and kids 
asleep) when phone rang and it was another death threat. He was 
ready to back off and he put his head down on the table and 
prayed, and he heard the voice of Jesus telling him to press on.  
 

QUIET REFLECTION 
  

At the end of his letter to Philipians, written from house arrest in 
Rome, Paul speaks of the “fellowship of his sufferings”—he feels a 
closeness to Jesus in his various sufferings. 
 

Misery does love company. Misery needs company.  Being alone in 
our sufferings is the worst suffering. People go through hard things 
better when they do it with company. (Athletes in team sports 
know this: 3/days in August, ice bath) 
 

A God who cannot or does not suffer is a crappy companion to 
those who do suffer. Jesus is good company in suffering.  
We can be good company to one another in suffering. 
 

Power of these stories each week. Caroline sharing about mental 
illness made this a safer place for everyone who suffers from 
mental illness. Aron sharing about his stuttering made it a safer 
place for people who know what that’s like. 
 



We can be good company to one another in suffering. 
And God can to--the One who suffers that is. 
 

Three minutes:  
 

First minute: be aware of your own sufferings.   
 

Second minute: be aware of the sufferings of others around you.  
 

Third minute: see your sufferings connected to the sufferings of 
the Son of Man, who redeems suffering and turns it into a new 
age, a new order, a new creation. 
 

[Prayer corner: Emily and I anoint with oil, especially those battling 
diseases, facing scary sufferings..] 
 
 
 


