
4.19.15 Sunday Service: “Intro to Leviticus”: Study Guide for Part 1 in the 

Leviticus Series 

(Based on the sermon delivered by Rev. Emily Swan;                                                     

Study guide generated by Rob Hampton) 

 

Main Points: 

 

1.) The book of Leviticus was written from a very different worldview than ours, and 

cannot all be applied neatly to our lives today. 

 

-In the time of Leviticus, women were viewed as property of their husband or father, 

and didn’t have many rights. 

-In the time of Leviticus, slavery was allowed and regulated. 

-In Leviticus, animal sacrifice was practiced regularly. 

 

2.) The Bible is a gradual unfolding of God’s revelation to humanity. 

 

-God teaches us as we go, revealing things gradually as we are able to receive them 

(examples include monotheism, the end of child sacrifice, and eventually, the end of all 

sacrifice). 

-Jesus is the fullest revelation of God, and since He is still speaking to us, the 

revelation continues to unfold. 

 

3.) The Bible contains many voices, and there is some tension between them. 

 

-As an example, the New Testament view of purity (we are made pure through faith in 

Jesus), is in tension with the cultic purity of Leviticus. 

-By wrestling with such tensions, we gain wisdom and understanding.  

 

4.) There are some things in Leviticus that can speak to us today powerfully. 

 

-Leviticus shows us how God wants to partner with humanity to create God’s 

kingdom here on earth. 

-Leviticus shows us how ecosystems and economies need to function in order to 

ensure health for the land and justice for the weakest members of society. 

-Leviticus shows us how people removed from the life of the community can be 

restored. 

-Leviticus shows us that we should not take the killing of animals lightly. 

 

 



Questions for Discussion: 

 

1.) How is the worldview of Leviticus different from our (post)modern worldview? Why is 

this important to recognize? 

 

2.) What does it mean to say that the Bible is a gradual unfolding of God’s revelation? 

  

3.) If there are tensions in the Bible, does that make it unreliable? Why or why not? 

 

4.) What are some of the ways in which Leviticus can speak to our current world? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


