
Advent with Isaiah 1 
 

Advent is 4 weeks leading up to Christmas. Advent = “coming”—in 
particular God coming here to us.  
 

Advent is about leadership, in particular God’s leadership. What kind 
of leader is God? What does it look like when God is effectively calling 
the shots? Presidential campaigns offer a good contrast as 
candidates show off their wares for review.   
 

The Jewish term for the kind of leader God would be is Messiah. 
Spend Advent w/Jewish prophet Isaiah, quoted directly 67X in NT 
 

A word about writings of Isaiah. Isaiah is part of only Bible known to NT 
writers:  Law-Prophets, Wisdom writings—Hebrew Bible. Our phrase, 
OT, unknown to NT writers. Subtly diminishes the significance the only 
Bible Jesus, Paul, others knew.  
 

The Prophets as forward looking as any NT writer. Among them 
stands a visionary giant: Isaiah. The writings that go by his name are 
from two eras—Ch 1-33/39, from period of Assyrian exile; Ch 40-66 
from era of Babylonian exile. Must be at least 2 different prophets. 
Visions-concerns so similar, published under one name.  
 

Today Isaiah, 11: 1-10 (JB)  A shoot will spring from the stock of 
Jesse, a new shoot will grow from his roots. On him will rest the spirit 
of Yahweh, the spirit of wisdom and insight, the spirit of counsel and 
power, the spirit of knowledge and fear of Yahweh: his inspiration will 
lie in fearing Yahweh. His judgment will not be by appearances, his 
verdict not given on hearsay. 
 

He will judge the weak with integrity and give fair sentence for the 
humblest in the land. He will strike the country with the rod of his 
mouth and with the breath of his lips bring death to the wicked. 
 

Uprightness will be the belt around his waist, and constancy the belt 
about his hips. 
 

The wolf will live with the lamb, the panther lie down with the kid, calf, 
lion and fat-stock beast together, with a little boy to lead them. The cow 
and the bear will graze, their young will lie down together. The lion will 
eat hay like the ox. The infant will play over the den of the adder; the 



baby will put his hand into the viper's lair. No hurt, no harm will be done 
on all my holy mountain, for the country will be full of knowledge of 
Yahweh as the waters cover the sea. 
 

“A shoot will spring from the stock [stump] of Jesse” 
 

Jesse is father of King David. After era of David’s monarchy, 10 
Northern Tribes of Israel decimated by Assyrians… “10 Lost Tribes” 
because they were killed, exiled, or absorbed, losing all ethnic identity 
(stripped of culture, language, distinct ways of living)    
 

Certain trees have capacity to completely regenerate after being cut 
down to stump. This is Isaiah’s hope for Israel. Rings with Messianic 
overtones, but in Isaiah, the Messiah is never separated from his 
people—the Messiah represents-embodies his people.    
 

Mark of Israel’s existence: suffering horrible near-extinction events, 
only to spring back up. Brought to brink of extinction under Egyptian 
domination, then Assyrian, Babylonian, Roman. In 20th Century, death 
camps of Holocaust—2/3 of European Jews killed, followed by the 
politically messy emergence of a renewed Jewish state, modern day 
Israel.  
 

Despite this trauma, restored Israel (Messiah) is described thus: On 
him will rest the spirit of Yahweh, the spirit of wisdom and insight, 
the spirit of counsel and power, the spirit of knowledge and fear 
of Yahweh: his inspiration will lie in fearing Yahweh 
 

Intense suffering or the fear of suffering in a time of anxiety, can 
harden us, embitter us, breaks us, or softens us, deepen our soul.  
 

We live now in a time of high global anxiety—age of terrorism. During 
such a time, something in our psyche longs for a strong man—
misbehaving alpha male promising protection. The badder he is the 
better. Donald Trump is playing to this primal desire.   
 

Messiah is a different kind of figure; not a strong man, a good man with 
3 pairings of 2 traits each. 1. wisdom-insight 2. counsel-power 
(persuasive power) 3. Knowledge-fear of YHWH. This is highlighted 
with the next verse: “His inspiration [source of power] will be in 
fearing YHWH.”  



 

The Messiah (& his people) is marked, not by projected strength, or 
narcissistic bluster, but by humble relationship to God—all these 
traits in Jewish thought are the fruit of divine connection.  
Especially the last pairing: knowledge in Hebrew means personal 
experience, and fear is humble deference born of reverence-awe. 
 

Relationship, divine connection is to be source of Messiah’s (and 
Israel’s) power.  
 

Lost Caleb Brokaw to lung cancer. At Caleb’s request, memorial 
service highlighted his favorite verse, Ecclesiastes 12:13 “The end of 
the matter; all has been heard. Fear God, and keep his 
commandments; for that is the whole duty of everyone.”  
 

Caleb had a deep God-connection and it produced a man who was 
people-sticky, sly sense of humor, fun-loving (he was front man for 
Jake and the Carnies, a blue grass-grunge band)—and deeply loved 
by people without any religious commitments.  
 

A different picture than our stereotype of someone who would chose 
that verse to sum up the aim of his life.  
 

We cringe at “fear,” but in Jewish thought it’s a word of liberation —
those who fear God are free of the fears that keep us from love. fear 
no earthly power.  
The person who fears God has a connection rooted in a knowledge 
(personal experience) that evokes a deep reverence-awe…  
 

Caleb had so little fear in face of death—regret to leave loved ones 
behind, yes, but not fear. Day before Caleb died Sue, Emily & I held 
hands and each of us prayed, then Caleb prayed—and he prayed as 
one who has known by personal experience intimate friendship with 
God, and we were all felt profoundly connected-comforted. 
 

His judgment will not be by appearances, his verdict not given on 
hearsay. He will judge the weak with integrity and give fair 
sentence for the humblest in the land. 
 

In ancient world rulers were also judges. In a time of fear-anxiety, mob 
mentality sets in and it’s always bad news for vulnerable--the poor, 



immigrant, religious-ethnic-racial-gender-sexual minorities.   
 

Many leaders play to this—judge by popular misconceptions & 
rumors (“Muslims in NJ rejoicing after 9-11”)…but the Messiah is not 
another Strong Man. He’s a good man. And he judges the weak with 
integrity (another translation, “he renders fair judgment for the poor”) 
and is considerate of the powerless in the land, not the coddled Wall 
Street Fat Cats.  
  

So this is the mark of the Messianic reign: The wolf will live with the 
lamb, the panther lie down with the kid, calf, lion and fat-stock beast 
together, with a little boy to lead them. The cow and the bear will 
graze, their young will lie down together. The lion will eat hay like the 
ox. The infant will play over the den of the adder; the baby will put his 
hand into the viper's lair. No hurt, no harm will be done on all my holy 
mountain, for the country will be full of knowledge of Yahweh as the 
waters cover the sea. 
 

When we go for strong man instead of good man, society is unsafe 
for the vulnerable—for the lamb, kid, infant, baby.  
 

But the mark of Messianic reign is such profound connection between 
people, and between and among all creatures—that the lamb can live 
with wolf,  
the kid & calf with panther,  
the fat-stock beast with the lion.  
And a little boy could lead this odd flock.  
The cow will munch grass with bears,  
the lion will give up meat for Lent   
and most vulnerable humans will be safe near the dens of the most 
dangerous critters on earth. 
 

This is kind of community Jesus, inspired by Isaiah, set out to create. 
We’re only following him when we are creating such a community. 
Any community that is unsafe for the most vulnerable is not his—no 
matter how much his name splashed on signs or sprinkled in songs or 
worse, “defended by Christian talk”    
 

True to the vision of Isaiah, nothing pie-in-sky about this vision. We 
are called to flesh it out here and now. 



 

God is coming to us to create such a community, and to promote this 
kind of community wherever we find ourselves. 
 

To follow Jesus is to live our lives as Caleb did, promoting this kind of 
community, wherever we find ourselves. 
 

What can I do to cooperate with the God who wants to make this place 
safe for the vulnerable? 
 

What can I do to cooperate with the God who wants to make this place 
safe for the people that the politicians and strong men of this world at 
their best, ignore, and at their worst, demonize, stigmatize, and 
scapegoat on their path to power? 
 

 
 
Silent Reflection: Power of Picturing the Future 
 
Our dreams shape our brains and affect the reality we create.    
 
When we picture a dire future, we pickle our brains in fear, and that 
inhibits our capacity to love. 
 
Read Is. 11: 6-9 
The wolf will live with the lamb, the panther lie down with the kid, calf, 
lion and fat-stock beast together, with a little boy to lead them. The cow 
and the bear will graze, their young will lie down together. The lion will 
eat hay like the ox. The infant will play over the den of the adder; the 
baby will put his hand into the viper's lair. No hurt, no harm will be done 
on all my holy mountain, for the country will be full of knowledge of 
Yahweh as the waters cover the sea. 
 


