
Blue Ocean Distinctives: Sola Jesus, Centered Set, Child Like Faith 
 

First anniversary in 2 weeks (11.23.14 first organizational mtg)   
I couldn’t be happier or more grateful. We’re launched! Most of our 
volunteer bases covered—if a little thin on Nursery, ushers.  
 

I love our worship—weekly stories, hearing you all singing, involving young 
people in leading—blending contemporary worship forms with ancient ones 
(Sarum prayer, 7th Century.)  
 

Your co-pastors and staff are recovering from a difficult delivery: no small 
thanks to support we’ve received from our board and the joy of doing church 
with all of you. 
 

Forming ecumenical partnerships with our hosts—SC-TBE, COGS, First 
Congregational, exploring Ozone House. Privileged to be part of forming a 
new fully inclusive network of Blue Ocean Churches. Churches around 
country contacting us to explore Third Way.  
 

We’ve adopted a one-year renewable approach to membership. For next 3 
weeks, invited to renew membership for 2016 or become a first time 
member for 2016. [I’ll review membership sheet at end] 
 

Birthday Sunday (Nov. 22) Emily share vision for 2016 and b-day party 
lunch after. This week and next, I will review 6 Theological Distinctives)—
ones we share with other Blue Ocean Churches.  
 

1. Sola Jesus is our framework. 
2. Centered Set is our primary metaphor. 
3. Child-like Faith is our path to spiritual development. 
4. Third Way is our approach to controversial issues. 
5. Ecumenical is our interaction with other faith communities.  
6. Joyful Engagement is our connection with culture. 

 

OUR FRAMEWORK IS SOLA JESUS 
 

Blue Ocean Faith is unabashedly into Jesus. He’s treasure buried in our 
field. Our framework: All other distinctives derived from this.  
 

“Sola Jesus” has historical context. When Christianity became state religion 
of Empire, Church in West ruled by Pope in unity with Bishops 
(“magesterium.”)  Church hierarchy was final authority.  
 

By 16th Century, Reformers like Calvin & Luther said sole authority is Bible 
(Sola Scriptura). All matters resolved by Scripture. Which served for 500 



yrs, until limits became obvious: Bible always interpreted by humans who 
bring their own presuppositions to text. Bible seems to invite multiple 
interpretations. “Bible teaches it, that settles it” doesn’t really work.   
 

When we actually read Bible, find a different approach: “You search the 
Scripture because you think that in them you have life. They bear witness to 
me yet you refuse to come to me so that you may have life.”  (John 5) 
 

Where does the authority reside? Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me.”   
 

Jesus took disciples to a mountaintop: two giants of Scripture appear: 
Moses (representing The Law) and Elijah representing The Prophets [Term 
for Hebrew Bible]  
 

Peter says I’ll build a shelter—one for each of you.   
 

As he’s speaking a bright cloud envelops them all, and God’s voice says, 
“This is my Son, listen to him.” 
 

Disciples fall down, terrified, Jesus touches them, and when they look up it 
says, “They saw Jesus only” HELLO: Sola Jesus.   
 

Sola Jesus is all we’ve ever had. And it’s enough so long as Jesus really is 
Lord, really is alive, and is present to guide us.  
 

So yes, the Bible is our book, par excellence. We’re into the Bible. Read, 
study, teach, pray it, argue with it. Believe it to be inspired. But Bible itself is 
not source of all authority. Jesus is. So we engage Bible in order to 
experience the God Jesus reveals. And we trust this God to lead us, 
because he’s the good shepherd, we’re the sheep learning to hear his 
voice.  
 

This keeps us from using the Bible to beat each other up and helps us to 
keep our eyes on the prize: Sola Jesus 
 

OUR PRIMARY METAPHOR IS CENTERED SET 
 

A metaphor is something that signifies or shines light on something else by 
way of comparison. Words are metaphors. The word “red” is not the color 
itself—it signifes the color. “The kingdom of God is like a mustard seed” is a 
metaphor. Never metaphor I didn’t like. This little guy called Centered Set is 
an important metaphor for us signifying the kind of church we are.. 
 



From mathematics, adapted by sociology: different ways of forming groups. 
Something you can draw on a napkin.  Many churches set up as bounded 
sets. Draw a large circle on a napkin. That’s the boundary of the bounded 
set. People are either inside the circle or outside. Put a bunch of dots inside 
the large circle and a bunch outside the large circle.  
  

A bounded set is defined by a clear boundary—set of beliefs and/or 
behavioral norms. Those who adopt whole package are considered part of 
group. Everyone else is outside. Can be a little hard to get into a bounded 
set, a little challenging getting out.   
 

Centered set way of being together is different. On a different napkin 
draw a small circle at center of napkin—that’s the center of your centered 
set. Place little arrows scattered all over napkin pointing toward or away 
from the center. Some close to the center, some far away. The Centered 
Set is the arrows that are pointing toward the center—doesn’t matter 
whether they are close or far away. The key is movement toward the 
Center.   
 

Belonging in a Centered Set isn’t a static thing (being in or out). It is 
dynamic —being on a journey from many different points of origin, toward 
the center.   
 

Sola Jesus leads naturally to Centered Set because we believe Jesus is 
alive, active, and attractive. Which makes him a powerful and effective 
Center for a Centered Set.   
 

Bounded Set is like driving cattle into a pen. Centered Set is like gathering 
cats. Put a pail of warm milk outside door and see who comes. People in 
the 21st century are more like cats than cattle.  
 

Implications: we can belong even if we say, “I’m not even a card-carrying 
Christian who buys all doctrines. Don’t know what I think about x, y, z.” To 
that we’d say, fine. We all have questions, unsettled issues—what it’s like to 
be on a journey.  
 

First disciples followed Jesus before they regarded him as Messiah or knew 
what kind. He taught and they sometimes argued back.  And he was 
delighted with them (if frustrated sometimes) because they were looking for 
connection, just as he was.  
 

OUR PATH TO SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT IS CHILD LIKE FAITH 
 



Notice how each Distinctive suggests others. Spiritual development is 
important in Centered Set church—w/o movement toward center, what is 
there? So what facilitates momentum in such an endeavor?  The kind of 
faith that Jesus practiced: child-like faith.   
 

Reading history of early Christian worship. In ancient ceremonies Jesus is 
often referred to as “God’s child.”  Once you get this, you see it everywhere 
in NT. Jesus characteristic-favorite term for God was “Abba”—word a child 
uses to refer to its father. Paul says we have received the spirit that cries 
“Abba!”  
 

Often in the gospels Jesus refers to his disciples as “little children.” He says, 
“Unless you become like a little child, you cannot enter the kingdom of God.”  
His relationship with God is child-like: “I only do what I see the father doing.”  
 

Harkens to Israel’s origin story: in Gen 2, representative humans running 
around naked (like children) innocent of knowledge of good & evil. Guided 
not by a moral code but by a God-with-them, whose voice can be heard in 
Garden breezes.  
 

God points out two trees in the center of the garden: Tree of Life and 
Knowledge of Good and Evil. You are free to eat from any tree, but day you 
eat knowledge of good-evil, die.   
 

It turns out bad. They go for knowledge of good–evil and the fruit of that tree 
is disconnection: from self, others, wide world, God.  
 

In the gospels, Jesus is peppered with test cases from leaders who want to 
trap him. Usually moral questions: What’s Right? What’s Wrong? Notice his 
annoyance with this approach.  
 

He’s encountering a religious form of disconnection, the fruit of that 
knowledge of good-evil tree. These leaders think religion is all about 
approving this, condemning that.  
 

Jesus says, you’re on the wrong bus! Or on wrong diet. God alone is judge, 
let him do his job! I’m eating from a TREE OF LIFE and what I offer you is 
LIFE.  
 

A body-blow to religion as we know and practice it—religion as a means 
to moral expertise that we can wield against others. The mood of this kind of 
religion is angry and fearful. 
 



To refrain from tree of knowledge of good & evil and eat from tree of life, we 
must become like little children. We lean into our vulnerability—weakness 
becomes our strength.  

What does this mean for spiritual development? We don’t grow by becoming 
experts; we grow by embracing our vulnerability before God—leaning into it, 
like Jesus did. The spiritual skills we develop are not skills of mastery-
dominance but skills of humility and trust.  
 

So there you have it: Sola Jesus, Centered Set, Child Like Faith. 
Next week: Third Way, Ecumenical, Joyful Engagement w. Culture 
Also next week: membership booklet available w. write up on 6 Distinctives, 
9 perspectives, by-laws, 2016 budget, and other info. Send that out by 
email. Hard copy at church for those who like. 
(To get on our email for weekly updates, fill out half sheet) 
 

Each of next three Sundays can turn in 2016 membership letter. 
 

Review letter. Members are those who participate by attending-serving 
as able, giving as able. Say more about giving part. 
 

We ask everyone who signs up as a member for 2016 to give us an 
estimate of your financial contribution for 2016 (monthly).  We realize 
circumstances change: this is your best estimate for now. 
 

Most helpful way to give is to either sign up for recurring online giving thru 
a2blue or authorize your bank to send a monthly check—that kind of 
regular-faithful giving is the lifeblood of the church. It’s simplest way to be 
thoughtful & faithful in giving. 
 

Proportional Giving is Spiritual Discipline practiced all over world, drawn 
from biblical tithe—giving 10% of income. On 40th year and it’s an important 
part of my connection to God. Like my wife Julia says, if a store has a 10% 
off sale we’re like, that’s no big deal. Once you do it, no big deal.  
 

Some give of us give 10% or more, others give a smaller percent,  but think 
proportional in your giving.  
 

Good stewardship practices: learning to live below your means if possible: 
watch spending, decrease debt, increase your savings, increase your 
giving. All 3 important for good stewardship. 
   

So if you are not tithing—start thinking proportionally, pick an amount, be 
faithful to that, see how God blesses it…take a step. 
 



As we sing the Doxology and prepare for communion, this is a good time to 
fill out membership letters. Drop them off at altar/table as we come forward 
for communion. 
 

Prayer of thanksgiving…ask someone? 
 


