
Blue Ocean Distinctives: Third Way, Ecumenical, Joyful Engagement 
 

As a new church, decided to take a one-year renewable approach to 
membership. Advent is start of church calendar. Also marks our church 
birthday, so it’s perfect time to state who we are, where we’re going, and 
extend an invitation to join us on journey for coming year. To that end, 
considering our Six Distinctives which are also adopted by a new network of 
Churches located here and in Iowa City, Madison, Berkeley, Santa Monica, 
Lower Manhattan, Philadelphia, Wooster MA, Boston, GR, and elsewhere.  
 

Last week: Sola Jesus is our framework. Centered Set is our primary 
metaphor. Child-like Faith is our path spiritual development. This week: 
Third Way is our approach to controversial issues. Ecumenical is our 
connection with other faith communities. Joyful Engagement is our 
interaction with culture. 
 

Next week, vision for 2016 and a birthday party after church.  This Sunday 
and next you can turn in your letters expressing your intention to be part of 
Blue Ocean Faith A2 in 2016. Let’s dig in!  
 

THIRD WAY: OUR APPROACH TO CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES 
 

Many having T-Dinner with extended family. Family! Isn’t it crazy? Nobody 
volunteers to be born-adopted into their family. People closest to us often 
include some we wouldn’t have chosen.   
 

What does it take for extended family to share T-Giving meal? More than 
turkey, dressing and sweet potato pie. It takes a lot of love in form of 
patience, tolerance, perseverance.    
 

People around table who may have what we consider ill-informed, even 
dangerous political views. People who have made choices we consider 
deeply flawed, aspects of their lives that would violate our conscience if we 
were living their lives.  
 

THIRD WAY, rooted in Romans 14-15 is a way for those who are in the 
family of faith to stay together despite the kinds of differences that occur in 
any family, including aspects of faith.  
 

Third way is our approach to controversial issues. Thankfully, everything is 
not controversial. In fact, amazing consensus over core matters of faith has 
emerged over many cultures-centuries. C.S. Lewis called this “Mere 
Christianity”  
 



Like every family, church has to endure conflicts over controversial 
matters—historically, things like whether slavery can be tolerated, is 
remarriage after divorce permitted, may Christians participate in war and 
under what circumstances. In any generation, at least one mega-
controversy.    
 

Today, faithful people divided over whether God blesses same-gender 
marriage, both claiming guidance of Spirit confirmed in Scripture. Third Way 
is a path through, not around controversy.   
 

In family of faith we’re bound together by the gospel, not our views on every 
moral question. In face of our differences, gospel demands four things: 1. 
Refrain from judging each other over these matters. 2 Don’t show 
contempt to those who disagree. 3. Respect individual conscience as 
sacred. 4. Make space for each other at table, as full family members, 
despite these differences. (Can’t say, “I’ll come as long as he can’t say the 
grace or she can’t carve the turkey—everyone fully accepted as full family 
members)  
 

It’s easy to practice this over yesterday’s controversy, harder in middle of 
today’s controversy. Yet the gospel demands it.  This is what it takes to 
honor Jesus who is the host at our table and the bread and the wine to boot.    
 

ECUMENICAL IS OUR CONNETION TO OTHER FAITH COMMUNITIES 
 

Gk. Oikoumene, “the inhabited earth” In Christian tradition, refers to the 
totality of the church. To say that our connection to other faith communities 
is ecumenical is to say we’re looking for the presence of God, not his 
absence in other faith communities. (Perhaps being willing to find God in 
other faith communities is what it takes to truly find him in our own faith 
community.)  
 

Ecumenical is a connection-seeking posture. When had to find a facility fast, 
texted J. Rhodenhiser to say we were in emergency plant mode looking for 
a facility and he texted back, “Would you like to use our Social Hall on 
Sunday mornings?” That’s ecumenical at work. Many years ago SC shared 
property with TBE—powerful ecumenical witness. Later, TBE and SC 
invited Muslim Social Services to partner with them to run a food pantry. All 
three faith communities trace their origin to Abraham, seeking connection in 
a world that is promoting disconnection. 
 



On evening before T-giving TBE & SC have only joint service. We are 
invited. Come if you can. Same with signing up to serve 25 men screened 
by DeLonis Center for rotating shelter. 
 

As late as 1970’s many Protestants didn’t regard Roman Catholics as true 
Christians (Mary worshippers.) Here in A2 area PC & P formed an 
ecumenical community. Many in BOF have roots in evangelical wing—which 
traditionally has certain disdain for mainline traditions (Episcopal, U.C.C., 
A.M.E., Presbyterian USA, UMC, etc.) Now we have open doors to 
partnership with mainline churches.  (SC, COGS, FIRST 
CONGREGATIONAL)  
 

Being ecumenical doesn’t stretch our identity: it’s part of it.  
Fascinating, oikoumene means literally, “the inhabited earth.” “Blue 
Ocean Faith” evokes “the inhabited earth”—oceans are what connect the 
inhabited land-masses of earth.  
 

BTW, humans not only living creatures to inhabit earth—maybe there’s a 
leading of Spirit to open our hearts to all God’s creatures, who are part of 
oikoumene.  Which leads to 6th Distinctive… 
JOYFUL ENGAGEMENT IS OUR INTERACTTION WITH CULTURE 
 

There is an important thread in Bible of need to bear prophetic witness 
against certain aspects of culture. Two senses of GK< Kosmos (translated 
“the world”): the world created by God and oppressive aspects of many 
cultures….negative sense is found in James 1: 27: True religions means 
caring for widows and orphans in their distress and keeping oneself from 
begin polluted by the word. Kosmos here is referring to structural evils 
imbedded in cultures that oppress powerless (widows & orphans). So we’re 
not called to have joyful engagement with that. We are to bear prophetic 
witness against these things…Jeremiah Wright is an African American 
pastor who bears prophetic witness against oppression, offending many in 
the majority culture as a result as we saw in the last Presidential election 
cycle.   
 

But culture can also mean all the things that characterize humans 
connecting with each other, expressing common humanity: music, art, meal 
making, holiday celebrating, education, technology, forming organizations-
institutions, language, social gatherings. And we’re called to joyful 
engagement with all that.  
 



Jesus didn’t hold himself aloof from humans expressing their humanity in all 
these varied ways—he delighted to be involved and engaged. At Wedding 
in Cana, he was happy tor provide more wine when it ran out. He mingled 
happily at a dinner party held by Matthew the tax collector that had lots of 
people of poor repute partying. Rap against Jesus was that he was not a 
proper holy man because of this—in addition to being called a bastard 
(rumors that Joseph wasn’t his father) he was called a “glutton and a 
drunkard”  
 

Joyful engagement describes a mood, as much as anything. A mood is 
something fueled by your feelings that has a way of affecting the people 
around you, an emotional energy-field. 
 

Mood of so much religion these days is anxious fearful, angry, critical, 
hostile, paranoid, defensive---SB holiday red cups are part of war on 
Christmas. So much religion is in a bad mood. 
 

For first 15 years of my adult Christian experience I heard so many talks 
decrying insidious advances of “secular humanism”—as if the Spirit cannot 
work through secular people, which is patently false.  
 

All that was nurturing a bad emotional energy field, a bad mood. Yes, 
some secular institutions are nervous about faith, but that doesn’t mean 
Jesus is nervous, anxious, critical, hostile, defensive around secular 
environments.  
 

If Jesus were around in flesh & blood, he might go to a secular university or 
teach a course there or enjoy parties with his non-religious friends. He’d be 
looking for the presence of God, not his absence wherever he was.  And of 
course, Jesus is here, in flesh blood through anyone who is open to his 
Spirit.  
 

SOLA JESUS, CENTETED SET, CHILD-LIKE FAITH, THIRD WAY, 
ECUMENICAL, JOYFUL ENGAGEMENT…these are the things we are 
committed to fleshing out together in Blue Ocean Faith, Ann Arbor, and in 
the Blue Ocean Faith Church Network.  
 

So if you feel called to participate in this endeavor in 2016, now’s the time to 
say so.  
 

Walk through Membership Letter, process 
 

PRAYER OF THANKS 


