Sermon Notes for 12/7:

The word of the Lord came to me: “Son of man, speak to your people
and say to them: ‘When | bring the sword against a land, and the people
of the land choose one of their men and make him their watchman, and
he sees the sword coming against the land and blows the trumpet to
warn the people, then if anyone hears the trumpet but does not heed
the warning and the sword comes and takes their life, their blood will be
on their own head. Since they heard the sound of the trumpet but did
not heed the warning, their blood will be on their own head. If they had
heeded the warning, they would have saved themselves. But if the
watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet to
warn the people and the sword comes and takes someone’s life, that
person’s life will be taken because of their sin, but | will hold the
watchman accountable for their blood.’

“Son of man, | have made you a watchman for the people of Israel; so
hear the word | speak and give them warning from me...say to the
Israelites, ‘This is what you are saying: “Our offenses and sins weigh us
down, and we are wasting away because of them. How then can we
live?” Say to them, ‘As surely as | live, declares the Sovereign Lord, |
take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn
from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you
die, people of Israel?’ - Ezekiel 33:1-7, 10-11

This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: “Stand at the gate
of the Lord’s house and proclaim this message: ‘Hear the word of the
Lord, all you people of Judah who come through these gates to worship
the Lord. This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Reform
your ways and your actions, and | will let you live in this place. Do not
trust in deceptive words and say, “This is the temple of the Lord, the
temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord!” If you really change your
ways and your actions and deal with each other justly, if you do not
oppress the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow and do not shed
innocent blood in this place, and if you do not follow other gods to your
own harm, then | will let you live in this place, in the land | gave your
ancestors for ever and ever. But look, you are trusting in deceptive
words that are worthless.



“Will you steal and murder, commit adultery and perjury, burn incense to
Baal and follow other gods you have not known, and then come and
stand before me in this house, which bears my Name, and say, “We are
safe” — safe to do all these detestable things? Has this house, which
bears my Name, become a den of robbers to you? But | have been
watching! declares the Lord. - Jeremiah 7:1-11

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who Kill the prophets and stone those sent
to you, how often | have longed to gather your children together, as a
hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. Look,
your house is left to you desolate. - Matthew 23:37-38

When lIsrael was a child, | loved him, and out of Egypt | called my
son....It was | who taught them to walk, taking them by the arms but
they didn’t see it was | who healed them. | led them with cords of human
kindness, and ties of love. To them | was like one who lifts a little child to
the cheek as | bent down to feed them...How can | give you up? How
can | hand you over? My heart recoils within me and all my compassion
is aroused, says the Lord” - Micah 11:1-4, 8



