Sermon Notes for 5/3:
John 9:1-11

Walking down the street, Jesus saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked,
“Rabbi, who sinned: this man or his parents, causing him to be born blind?”

Jesus said, “You’re asking the wrong question. You're looking for someone to
blame. There is no such cause-effect here. Look instead for what God can do. We
need to be energetically at work for the One who sent me here, working while the
sun shines. When night falls, the workday is over. For as long as | am in the world,
there is plenty of light. | am the world’s Light.”

He said this and then spit in the dust, made a clay paste with the saliva, rubbed the
paste on the blind man’s eyes, and said, “Go, wash at the Pool of Siloam” (Siloam
means “Sent”). The man went and washed—and saw.

Soon the town was buzzing. His relatives and those who year after year had seen
him as a blind man begging were saying, “Why, isn’t this the man we knew, who sat
here and begged?”

Others said, “It's him all right!”

But others objected, “It's not the same man at all. It just looks like him.”
He said, “It's me, the very one.”

They said, “How did your eyes get opened?”

“A man named Jesus made a paste and rubbed it on my eyes and told me, ‘Go to
Siloam and wash.’ | did what he said. When | washed, | saw.”

“Indigenous cultures define disability in relational terms rather than bodily terms...
Though individuals might experience impairment, disability would come only if or
when a person was removed from or was unable to participate in community
reciprocity.” — Dorothy Lonewolf Miller (Blackfeet) and Jennie R. Joe (Navajo)

“There is a difference between curing and healing, and the church is called to the
slow and difficult work of healing. We are called to enter into one another's pain,
anoint the sick, and stick around no matter the outcome.” — Rachel Held Evans

“The resurrected Jesus Christ in presenting impaired hands and feet and side to be
touched by frightened friends alters the taboo of physical avoidance of disability
and calls for followers to recognize their connection and equality at the point of
Christ’s physical impairments.” — Nancy Eisland



2 Corinthians 12:9-10

“Three times | pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me,
‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’
Therefore, | will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s
power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’'s sake, | delight in my weaknesses,
in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when | am weak, then |
am strong.”



