Sermon Notes for 10/4:

Luke 5:1-11 (NRSVue)

Once while Jesus was standing beside the Lake of Gennesaret (the Sea of
Galilee) and the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he saw
two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gotten out of them
and were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to
Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down
and taught the crowds from the boat.

When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water
and let down your nets for a catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we have worked
all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, | will let down the
nets.” When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were
beginning to burst. So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come
and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to
sink.

But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’s knees, saying, “Go away
from me, Lord, for | am a sinful man!” For he and all who were with him were
astounded at the catch of fish that they had taken, and so also were James
and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to
Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” When they
had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.

Eugene Peterson (A Long Obedience in the Same Direction)

There is a great market for religious experience in our world; there is little
enthusiasm for the patient acquisition of virtue, little inclination to sign up for a
long apprenticeship in what earlier generations of Christians called holiness.

John Wesley’s Covenant Prayer

| am no longer my own but yours. Put me to what you will, rank me with whom
you will; put me to doing, put me to suffering; let me be employed for you or
laid aside for you, exalted for you or brought low for you; let me be full, let me
be empty, let me have all things, let me have nothing; | freely and
wholeheartedly yield all things to your pleasure and disposal.

And now, glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, you are mine
and | am yours. So be it. And the covenant now made on earth, let it be ratified
in heaven. Amen.



